
Symbolism in ​A Child Called It Name______________________________ 

Project Assignment:  Choose ​ten​ of the symbols from the chart and show what each 
symbol represents.  Create a presentation on Google Slides, Animoto or Adobe Spark 
Video.  If you are interested in Animoto or Adobe Spark Video, you will need to install 
the App.  The chart below is your brainstorming sheet; choose ten symbols to work 
with. This must be presented to the teacher before you begin work on the actual 
project.  Submit final presentation to Google Classroom. 

● All ten of your symbols should be labeled on your presentation.  
● All ten of your symbols should be represented with a picture or pictures. 
● All ten of your symbols should have an explanation as well.  You should write the 

symbolic meaning on the slide and/or show how the symbol relates to the story.   This 
explanation should be recorded in complete sentences. 

*The first example on the chart is filled out for you.   

SYMBOL  PICTURE  MEANING 
1. Driftwood 

(Epilogue) 

I would include a picture of a piece 
of driftwood floating in the water, 
against the current such as you 
might see in an ocean.  

The driftwood symbolizes Dave’s 
fight against the force of his 
mother and her abuse and how 
he struggles to get away like 
driftwood fighting the current 
and trying to get to the shore.   

2.  Swiss cheese 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3.  the clock 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4.  the newspaper 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

5.  the hamburger 
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6.  the super hero 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

7.  the school 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

8. the ammonia 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

9. the mirror 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

10. the madhouse 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

11. Mother’s attire/ 
make up 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

12.  “It” 

 

 

   

13.  the sneakers 
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