
Elementary Module 1:  General Business
In this module, students learn the basics of what it 

means to be a business in today’s society. They discuss 
responsibilities, goal setting, ethical codes,

 and how to measure success. 
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1. What is a business? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the business owner called? Is there a title? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

3. Would you like to own your own business? Why or why not?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

4. Is every business owner rich? Why or why not?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is a customer?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

6. What is a vendor?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does it mean to negotiate?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What is an entrepreneur?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

9. What does it mean to be successful?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

Goal: Students are able to de�ne 
di�erent types of businesses, 
understand responsibilities, and be 
able to discuss their personal values.

Pre-Assessment 

Questions
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WORKSHEET
Owning Your

Own Business

De�ne, in your own words, each of the following words. Then, using the chart below, list the positive and 
negative aspects of each.
 
1.  Employed
 _________________________________________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Self-Employed
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Entrepreneur
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

After you have de�ned each and listed the positive and negative aspects of each, please write a short para-
graph explaining which you feel best suits you. Why? What personality characteristics do you have that make 
you feel this way?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Owning YOUR Business



WORKSHEET

Being 
Responsible

In the �rst column, make a list of your responsibilities. What are your responsibilities at school? At home? 
With your family? With your friends? 

Then, in the second column, make a list of your parent’s responsibilities. What are their responsibilities at 
work? At home? With your family? In society?

Now ask your parents / caregiver to do the same. Have them list your responsibilities in the �rst column, and 
their responsibilities in the second.

How are the lists di�erent? Why are your lists di�erent? Talk with your parent/ caregiver to see how you can 
work to make the lists the same. 

NOTE TO PARENTS: The responsibilities do not have to be all �nancial. They can be as simple as waking up on time 
and walking the dog, to as di�cult as having money to pay medical expenses, bills, retirement, or car payments, 
etc.

Individual Responsibilities Parent Responsibilities

Individual Responsibilities Parent Responsibilities

Being Responsible: What do I do?
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Goal Setting For

Future Success Setting YOUR Goals

Use the space provided to list 5 goals you have. Then use the three lines below to list three steps 
to achieve each goal. 

For example: 
If one goal is to get an “A” on your science test, three steps to achieve that goal may be:  

1. Study more.
2. Make sure all science homework is �nished.
3. Find a tutor or ask the teacher for additional help.

My Goals: 
1. _________________________________________________________________ 

1. ______________________________________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _________________________________________________________________ 

1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 

1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 

1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. _________________________________________________________________ 

1. _____________ _________________________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 



In trying to think of an occupation to have for the rest of your life, it better be something you enjoy! 
Below are a few tips and suggestions on choosing a Micro-enterprise that �ts your personality. Next to 
each tip, write why you feel that would be important. 

Characteristics of Successful Entrepreneurs

1. Love what you do!

2. Believe in yourself and your product or service you o�er.

3. Always have a plan and know where you’re going!

4. Manage your money well.

5. Know how to sell.

6. Treat your customers well.

7. Be positive.

8. Know what your customers want.

9. Know your competition.

10. O�er better products and services than your competition.

11. Be available. 

12. Be active in your community.

13. Get organized.

14. Take time o� when you need it.

15. Focus!

1. What is a business? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the business owner called? Is there a title? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

3. Would you like to own your own business? Why or why not?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

4. Is every business owner rich? Why or why not?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is a customer?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

6. What is a vendor?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does it mean to negotiate?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What is an entrepreneur?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

9. What does it mean to be successful?
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

WORKSHEET
Making Your Business Successful:

What Does It Take?
Characteristics of

Successful 

Entrepreneurs
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Great Leaders: What Does It Take?
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Running a
Successful
Business

Think of someone you consider a great leader. What characteristics make them great leaders? 
What characteristics make a great manager? Do you have the same characteristics? What 
characteristics do you have that would make you a great leader?

As we often choose our role models from television shows or movies, let’s think of an example 
of a great leader from a movie. Answer the questions below, then draw the character on a 
separate sheet of paper.

1. What movie did you choose to discuss:
 _______________________________________________________________________
2. Why did you choose this movie? 
 _______________________________________________________________________
3. What character in the movie is a great leader?
 _______________________________________________________________________
4. Were they always a great leader? Why or why not? Give an example.
 _______________________________________________________________________
5. Does the character have con�dence in the beginning of the movie? Why or why not?   
 Give an example. ________________________________________________________
6. How did they become a great leader? What event, or what person made them a leader?
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
7. Did they love being a leader? Why or why not? Give an example. 
 _______________________________________________________________________
8. Does the character have con�dence at the end of the movie? Why or why not? 
 Give an example.  ________________________________________________________
9. How did they motivate others? Why is this important?
 _______________________________________________________________________
10. How does this movie character compare with you? What would you have done the 
 same as the character? What would you have done di�erently? 
 _______________________________________________________________________



Business ethics are your personal values as a business owner. Here are a few examples of situations that 
would involve business ethics. 

Answer the following questions, and be as truthful as possible. 

1. In the past year, have you: (circle any, or all that apply)
1. Told a lie
2. Downloaded a song without paying for it
3. Made fun of another student
4. Cheated on a test or homework assignment
5. Posted untrue information on social media pages, like Facebook
6. Cheated in sports

2. In the past year, do you know a friend that has done the following? (circle any, or all that apply)
1. Told a lie
2. Downloaded a song without paying for it
3. Made fun of another student
4. Cheated on a test or homework assignment
5. Posted untrue information on social media pages, like Facebook
6. Cheated in sports 

3. Do you think people who are honest, treat people well, and have good business ethics are more 
              or less successful as business owners? Explain your answer.  ________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________________

4. In taking a history test, you notice a friend copying o� another student’s test. 
1. Do you tell the teacher? Why or why not? _______________________________________________
2. Do you confront your friend? Why or why not? ___________________________________________
3. If you choose to keep this to yourself, do you feel guilty? Why or why not? ____________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________
4. If you choose to tell the teacher, do you feel guilty? Why or why not? _________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________

5. Imagine you are selling “Homemade Cookies” for extra money. A friend gives you packaged
 cookies from the store and wants you to sell them as homemade and tells you, “no one will know
 the di�erence.” Do you sell them as your own? ___________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________
 

WORKSHEET
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Answer the following questions, and be as truthful as possible. 

6. Before school, one of your friends asks if they can copy your homework as they forgot to do 
 theirs and can’t a�ord to receive a “0” on the assignment. What do you do? Why?
 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

7. Do you feel it’s important to treat others the way you want to be treated? Why or why not?
 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

8. You have a great idea for the school science fair and tell one of the other students. As soon as 
 you �nish sharing your idea, the student submits your idea to the teacher as their own. What 
 do you do?  ___________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

WORKSHEET
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